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Church Office

885-6886

Office Hours

Mon., Tues. & Wed.

9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Office Hours

Mon. - Thurs., 9 - 2
(unless out for pastoral calls)

Parsonage Phone

893-2156

Pastor’s Cell Phone

(518) 316-0763


E-Mail

bsumc@albany.twcbc.com
Pastor’s E-Mail

dmb1010@yahoo.com

Web Site

ballstonspaumchurch.org

Sunday Worship

10:00 a.m.


May 2012   

101 Milton Avenue, Ballston Spa, NY  12020

5-1 Finance (P)                                                               6:30 PM    

5-2 Trustees (CH) 
  

         

        7:00 PM
5-2 Advanced Lay Speaking Course (P)                       7:00 - 9:00 PM
5-3 Prayer Shawl (P)                                                           1:00 PM
5-4 FOGGS (4th & 5th Grade Youth Group (FR)

          6:00 PM
5-5 Loaves and Fishes Cafe in Schoharie                11:00 AM-2:00 PM

5-6 Sunday Worship                     


        10:00 AM
5-6 Financial Peace University (P)                              12:00 - 2:00 PM

5-6 “Ignite” Youth Event at Christ Episcopal Church      5:00 - 6:30 PM
5-8 Church Council (P)



         7:00 PM
5-9 Advanced Lay Speaking Course (P)                        7:00 - 9:00 PM
5-11 through 5-13 Camping at Moreau Lake Campground

5-13 Sunday Worship with Sunday School                            10:00 AM

5-13 Financial Peace University (P)                            12:00 - 2:00 PM

5-14 Choir Rehearsal (P)                                             6:30 - 8:00 PM

5-15 SPRC (P)


                                 7:00 PM
5-16 Advanced Lay Speaking Course (P)                      7:00 - 9:00 PM      
5-17 Prayer Shawl (P)




          6:30 PM
5-18 FOGGS (4th & 5th Grade Youth Group) (FR)                     6:00 PM
5-19 Free Lunch (FR)
                                                      11:30 AM      
5-20 Sunday Worship with Sunday School                            10:00 AM    
5-20 Financial Peace University (P)                            12:00 - 2:00 PM
5-21 Choir Rehearsal (S)                                            6:30 - 8:00 PM
5-21 UMC (P)                                                                      6:30 PM

5-23 Advanced Lay Speaking Course (P)                      7:00 - 9:00 PM                                                                     
5-27 Sunday Worship with Sunday School                            10:00 AM
5-27 Financial Peace University (P)                             12:00 - 2:00 PM
5-28 Memorial Day                                                     Office Closed
5-28 Choir Rehearsal (P)



 6:30 - 8:00 PM
           

5-30 Advanced Lay Speaking Course (P)                       7:00 - 9:00 PM 
            S=Sanctuary, FR=Fellowship Room, P=Parlor, CH=Church House
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After dropping off my car at a garage, I was walking back to the church while enjoying a nice spring day.  Or at least I was enjoying some spring showers that had been greatly needed in our area.  Actually, it was about 39° with a steady wind and I was questioning my sanity for choosing today to leave my car at the garage.

We are so easily spoiled by the nice weather we’ve received; it is easy to become impatient with any days that are not sunny and warm.  So too, do we become easily spoiled by the fair weather times in our lives, that we become impatient when we encounter the rough seas that are just as much a part of our lives.  What an understatement--describing ourselves as impatient as we endure the trials and tribulations of life.  The Psalmists, such as David, often are much more to the point as in Psalm 13

1    O LORD, how long will you forget me? Forever?
    How long will you look the other way?
2    How long must I struggle with anguish in my soul,
    with sorrow in my heart every day?
    How long will my enemy have the upper hand?
We have struggled with many things in the life of our church during recent months: grief from the loss of loved ones, illnesses of friends and family members, discord and pain from events within our church, and other things as we face the obstacles life throws our way.  How long will the Lord look the other way?  How long before we can again bask in the sunshine of life?

There is joy in our lives, both individually and as a church.  I have witnessed it in the celebration of Easter and the Sundays of this Easter season.  I have seen it in a blessed couple of days I was able to spend together back home with my parents and a close friend.  I have joined in it with the enthusiasm of our church’s youth as they joined together with others from across our state at the UP!WORD youth gathering. And I have heard about it in our church family working together to put on a community pork dinner.

Yes, there is joy in our lives.  We experience it in many, many different ways.  We will get through the difficult times and we will have joy as we trust in the Lord.  We will have joy as we together get up and move forward as God’s people, as disciples of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  We do have joy as we recognize that we are a part of the family of God here in this place, as a church family, the people of the Ballston Spa United Methodist Church.  Because as David tells us at the conclusion of Psalm 13:

5    But I trust in your unfailing love.
    I will rejoice because you have rescued me.
6    I will sing to the LORD
    because he has been so good to me.
Blessings,

Pastor Duane

****************************
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If you are interested in being a member of our BSUMC email prayer ministry, please contact Peggy Traver at pchurchmouse@earthlink.net .  Anyone may also submit prayer requests in this way, but be certain to get permission from the individual or family concerned.

****************************
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     We are considering creating a new church directory.  Our current directory is 4-5 years old and there have been many changes to our church family in recent years.

     We can have the directory done professionally by Olan Mills, as has been done in the past, or we could take on the project ourselves.  Either way, the first step is to have someone step up to coordinate this effort.  Please consider whether this is something you might be willing to do for the church.  If you might consider helping out with this project please contact the church office.
****************************
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May 13, 2012
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Birthdays

5-1  Greg Wilson
5-2  Georgia McMinn
5-6  Jeff Groff
5-7  Catherine Clark
5-8  Sean McAuliffe; Brandon Shoen; Danielle Wolsey
5-10  Kirk Shoen
5-13  Elizabeth Vernum
5-15  Dennis Taylor; Kevin Keehan; William Pratt
5-17  Nathaniel Coffey 

5-20  Mikayla Kelley
5-21  Darci Doyle; Melissa Taylor; Kyle Keehan
5-23  Alex Benjamin; Douglas Chamberlain
5-25  Griffin Leggieri
5-26  Amy Lockwood; Edward Sutton

5-28  Jenna Heffernan
5-30  Lance Evans; Stephanie Robinson
Anniversaries

5-1  Mike & Donna Conley
5-4  Bill & Darci Doyle
5-13  Thelma & Doug Armstrong
5-20  Barbara & Jim Cope
5-24  Mike & Louisa Heffernan
5-28  Janice & Don Green
Please let the Church Office know if there are any additions and/or corrections.

****************************  
Choir Notes

[image: image7.wmf]
[image: image8.jpg]


Voice Choir will be rehearsing on Sundays until Cathy King returns, after worship, in the sanctuary.
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The Handbell Choir will take a brief hiatus during the month of April.  Rehearsals will resume in May.  
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Children’s choir will take a hiatus until further notice. If there are any questions regarding this please see Kelly Schmidt, and stay tuned for announcements regarding rehearsals.

Library Corner

Bennett, William J.  The Book of Virtues . 1993.

This book is filled with stories, essays, and poetry that draw aural pictures for us of living moral precepts.  They are intended to help children understand morality.  This is a “how to” book to help us attain those traits of character we admire.  This book is not meant to be read from cover to cover at one sitting but to browse through and read whatever looks interesting to you.  The Table of Contents will help you choose where to start.  Enjoy!



submitted by Marilynn Peterson
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     There are many books available in the Library.  Just sign the card in the back of the book and put it in the box on the top of the bookcase.  Enjoy reading!
****************************
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Does the office have your 

e-mail address?

Contact the office at bsumc@albany.twcbc.com, so we can add you to our mailing list.  Please let us know if you’d like to receive The Tidings electronically.  Also, remember to visit our website (www.ballstonspaumchurch.org), and find BSUMC on Facebook, so you can keep up-to-date on all of the good things happening at our church!

****************************

THANK YOU for those people who served during our recent Sunday Services.

Liturgists for the month of April:

April 1 - Glenn Harrison
April 8 - Diane Solotruck
April 15 - Jen Taylor 
April 22 - Ruth Persons
April 29 - Karen Staulters
Servers for the month of April:
April:       Glenn Harrison

   Jan & George Mallette


   Lynne & Jeff Blake
Congregational Family Profiles

Dear Congregation:

     It has been suggested that we re-introduce ourselves to our church family.  The church has many new families and long-time families that don’t know each other.

     Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) created the idea that we profile church members in the Tidings each month.

     Families are being randomly selected, including new and longtime members.  A short questionnaire is being provided to the families to answer.  Each family can choose to answer all or as few of the questions and can offer as much or as few details as so desired.

Glenn Harrison, Lay Leader

The Thiem Family

Family Members: Al, Susan, Walter, and Brian. 

Hometown: Al is from Bennington, VT and Susan grew up in Latham, NY. 

Walter and Brian have always lived in Ballston Spa. 

How long have you been in the area and at BSUMC? We have lived in this area 

since 1990 and started attending BSUMC in 1995. 

Occupation: Al is a full time Lt. Colonel in the New York National Guard 

and Sue has recently accepted a full time position at Ellis Hospital as 

inventory control coordinator. Returning to a position she held from 

1988-1999. 

Educational Background (College or Trade): Al and Sue attended Castleton 

State College, Castleton, VT and Sue earned a master's degree at The 

College of St. Rose. Walter is currently at Crane School of Music, Potsdam, 

NY and Brian is in 10th grade. 

Something you want us to know about you (Interests, hobbies, pets): Al is 

very much into model railroading and Lionel trains. He also enjoys running 

and participates in local 5k races. Al takes both piano and guitar lessons. 

He  has a pet parrot from when he was 8 years old.  Sue enjoys knitting, 

quilting, reading, and baking. Walter's hobbies are centered around music. 

Brian is into skateboarding and biking. Also, Brian enjoys dancing.  He has 

a pet parrot named Cosmo. 

Heart-warming memory of BSUMC: When our children were confirmed as members 

of the BSUMC! 

A little-known fact about you:  Al served in Iraq for a one year tour. 

The Wess Family
Family Members:  Julie, Bill, Andy, and baby Wess (gender unknown) due in June
 

Children: Andy is 4 and a half and in preschool. Baby Wess is incubating and not sure when it will arrive quite yet. Or what it will be. It is waiting to tell until the big day.
 

Hometown: Julie was born in Bangor Maine and grew up in that area. Bill was born in New Jersey and grew up in Winthrop Maine. Andy was born in Waterville Maine and moved around the state with us as jobs changed.
 

How long have you been in the area and at BSUMC? We moved to Ballston Spa in July of 2011 and I started to attend church in August.

Occupation: Bill is a mechanical engineer by degree, but has experience in process engineering and documentation. He works for GE Schenectady in GPO. Julie is a 5 through 12 math teacher who no longer works for a school. Now she tutors students online working from home.


Educational Background (College or Trade): Bill has a B.S. in mechanical engineering from the University of Maine in Orono, and Julie has a B.S. in secondary education, concentration mathematics, from the University of Maine also.


Something you want us to know about you (Interests, hobbies, pets): We have 2 dogs, Herman, a lab/shepard/great  dane mix, and Riley, a Heinz 57, maybe some beagle/cocker spaniel/terrier. Herman was a shelter dog who was abused before he was left and has been the best dog on earth. Bill is still shocked we brought him home as the first thing he did was jump up and knock the shelter attendant in the head when she took him out of his kennel for us to walk him when we first looked at him. Riley was going to be taken to the shelter when Bill heard about her from a co-worker. He knew Herman needed a friend, so he tried them together and a great friendship was born. 

Bill loves to fly balsa wood model airplanes and work on the house. Our last 2 houses have been fixer uppers, and he has enjoyed rebuilding and renovating them into something new. Julie loves to knit, read, and play the bells. She knits for all the new babies in the family and at times can't keep up. Andy loves Thomas the Train, Legos, and ninjas.


Heart-warming memory of BSUMC: The welcoming atmosphere when Julie first went in. Many churches don't have people who greet you and make you feel like you belong. One service and she was hooked. She used to attend a Baptist church, but like the little differences in the Methodist church's service.


A little-known fact about you: Bill and Julie met in college our first semester, first class of the day. In Calculus 1, she was looking for the teacher to go faster, and he was trying to copy the professor’s methods without success. What started out as a partnership to help each other pass turned into friendship and eventually what we are today. It has been 15 and half years since we met, 7 and half years since we married, and 4 and half years since we had Andy. He was the first grandson/great grandson in the family in 16 years. There was only one prior to him. He can't wait to be a big brother and has been saying since we knew we were moving to New York that he wanted to "buy a baby in New York". 

Kerri Preston
Hello! I feel very privileged to have been approached by Glenn Harrison to be one of this month’s “meet the congregation” participants.  I am Kerri Preston.  You may know me as the Safe Sanctuary chair person, and a member of the nominations committee, but there are many things you may not know about me.  So here we go!  

Family Members/Hometown: I grew up in Lake Placid, NY where most of my rather large family and extended family still resides.  I remain a member of the Adirondack Community Church where I was baptized and confirmed as a youth.  I have strong ties to my home town and to my first church.  I attend services there whenever I am home visiting my family which includes all the major holidays and many summer weekends.  I am the 4th of 5 children.  My parents live in the house where I grew up working hard at enjoying retirement and spending time with their grand children.  My oldest brother Bobby passed away in 1997.  His wife Tricia and their 2 children Chelsea and Connor still live in L.P.  In the winter they can be found in the closest ice rink with their step father Keith playing hockey.  In the summer I stop by their house to say “hi” and use their pool!  My next brother Andy lives with his wife Dorothy and their son Alexander in Arkansas.  With God’s help they are patiently awaiting the arrival of Alex’s little sister Grace due in late August or early September.  My sister Stacey lives with her husband Ray in L.P.  In the summer they can often be found out for a nice ride on their motorcycles.  Stacey and my Mom have made a few appearances at the BSUMC.  If you look close you can tell we are family!  Last but not least is my younger brother Bradley.  He lives in L.P. with his wife Sheila and their daughter Rylee.  In the long winter months they occupy themselves with Brad coaching Rylee in hockey and Sheila teaching her to ski at Whiteface.  Rylee was even featured on the local news when she tried her hand at ski jumping!

How long you’ve been in the area/Educational background: I am a graduate of Lake Placid High School like all my siblings and my parents and grandparents before me.  I moved to the Capital District in 1996 after graduating from Russell Sage College with a Bachelor’s degree in physical therapy.  After 10 years of practice I decided to return to school and graduated from Sage Graduate School with a Doctorate’s degree in physical therapy in 2010.  
Occupation: I work at Albany Medical Center where I supervise the outpatient cardiac rehabilitation program and on-site physical therapy services for AMC employees.  I am also an adjunct member of the faculty of the PT program at Sage.  
Something you want us to know about you: In my free time I enjoy taking photo’s and scrapbooking or traveling to visit friends and family in Lake Placid.

How long you’ve been at BSUMC: I began attending BSUMC very sporadically at first, but one day my good friend Grace mentioned that she was teaching Sunday school there.  After that I began to attend with regularity and became a member along with Grace in 2008.  With Grace’s encouragement I joined the hand bell choir which was no small feat as I have no idea how to read music!  But as Cathy King reminds us frequently “all you have to be able to do is count to 4!”  I enjoy attending UMW meetings and working on the craft show each fall, as well as any help I can offer for the church dinners and various events.  The joy and fulfillment   I have found at the BSUMC is a true God send for me!  

************************************************************
Bright Red Bookshelf

The FOGGS (4th & 5th Grade Youth Group) is looking for donations to their Bright Red Bookshelf collection.  If you have any gently-used children’s books that you’d like to donate (anything appropriate for toddlers through school-age children), please leave your books in the collection box by the Sunday School bulletin board (across from the Parlor entrance).  The Youth Group will then distribute the books around the community, for children in need.  Thank you!

************************************************************
                                         Think Spring!

The Ballston Spa Village-wide Garage Sale is coming up again in June, and BSUMC will be accepting donations.  So, as you do your spring cleaning, if you come across things you would like to donate, please keep us in mind.  

Please see George Mallette for more information.

************************************************************

Upper Room Thrift Shop & Food Pantry

      The Thrift Shop has lots of good used clothing of all sizes available for $2.00 a bag, as full as you want to get it.   They are open every Tuesday from 9 am to noon.  Just come in the front door to the Church House and go up the stairs.  They accept all good used clothing in all sizes.  

     The Food Pantry is open every Wednesday from 9:00 - 11:30 am.  You come to the back door of the Church House to receive a good variety of food.  You can come and receive the food once a month.  

     We are very lucky to have such a giving community that helps provide the pantry with all kinds of food.  They sometimes give money in memory of someone.  We use that to purchase from the Regional Food Bank in Latham at a really good price.  We also get a grant once a year from the Food Bank.

     In February we were able to provide food to 76 households consisting of 88 children and 172 adults for a total of 260 individuals.  So far on one Wednesday in March, we had 19 families consisting of 21 children and 46 adults for a total of 67 individuals.  

     The items we usually need are cereal, peanut butter, and spaghetti sauce.  Donations for the food pantry and thrift shop can be brought in any time that the office is open.  Thanks to everyone who has helped in any way to make these projects such a success and also those who work in them.

Helen Senecal & Marian Phillips
************************************************************
Save the Date!  VBS will be held July 9-13, 2012 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm.  We’re very excited to be collaborating with the First Baptist Church for an exciting VBS program called “Babylon: Daniel's Courage in Captivity”.  We need 2 things to make this program a success:

1. Enthusiastic kids, ready to have fun and learn about God!

2. Enthusiastic leaders, ready to have fun teaching our kids about God!  We will need help in many different areas, and will find a fun job for you, whatever your skills and interests may be!  See Grace Paster for more information (884-0424 or gracepaster@gmail.com). 
[image: image13.wmf]
Fair Trade Sale
The Fair Trade Sale will be held on May 6th.  They will have a variety of coffees, teas, cocoa and  chocolate bars for sale.
*****************************************************
  Sunday School Teachers and Youth Group Leaders Needed
     Our Sunday School program is growing!  We are in need of Sunday School Teachers and Youth Group Leaders for the 2012-2013 school year.  Teachers are asked to teach on an alternate basis, approximately twice each month.  We have team meetings approximately once monthly.  We would also like to provide consistent nursery care for our youngest children, so we are looking for two people to volunteer for this role, as well, and to be a part of our Sunday School Team.
     Being a Sunday School teacher is so rewarding, and is a wonderful way to share your faith.  If you would like to teach children of any age, from infants through high schoolers, please see Grace Paster or any of our current Sunday School teachers for more information.   For the care and nurture of our children, each volunteer will be screened through Safe Sanctuary guidelines.  
****************************************************
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What’s New in Sunday School

Spring has sprung in Sunday School!  The children and youth enjoyed learning about Holy Week and celebrating the joy of Easter.  Thank you to everyone who came to the Easter Pot Luck breakfast, and thank you to the Middle School Youth for providing the Easter Egg Hunt!  Collections from our Lenten Mission Calendar are coming in, and will be donated to Schoharie Flood Relief.  Also, thank you to those who came out to the Family Game Night.  We raised $136, and are hoping to use it to purchase something that our youth groups can use and enjoy.  The youth do so much for our church and for others, we want to take this opportunity to give back to them.


Recognition Sunday is being planned for June 10th, so mark your calendars!  This is the children’s day to shine, and share with the church family all that they’ve learned this year.


From our Live B.I.G. (Belief in God) curriculum, May’s B.I.G. Theme is the Fruits of the Spirit, and the Bible verse for the month of May is “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.” – Galatians 5:22-23



Peace,




Grace Paster, Sunday School Leader 
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Ballston Spa Summer Lunch Program
Hello from your friends and neighbors at The Ballston Spa Summer Feeding Program.

This summer, BSUMC is working with First Baptist Church and others, because

our children need your help.

This school year, 150 Ballston Spa school children and pre-schoolers had breakfasts and lunches provided at no cost or reduced cost by tax-supported school programs.

This stops when school stops in June!

Their families will try to shoulder this additional burden, 

but many times children will go hungry. 

That’s when Summer Feeding Program volunteers go to work 

making and delivering healthy nutritious lunches to needy children in July and August.

Our goal is to deliver lunches five days a week, to over 100 children.

No child should face a summer day hungry.

Together, you and I can do our part to make sure that our children are fed.

Please join with us. 

 If you’d like to donate money or supplies, make lunches,

 deliver food or help in any way, see Helen Senecal or Grace Paster.  

More information on this will follow.

Thank you for your support.

************************************************************
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2nd Ignite 
Youth Gathering from all Ballston Area Churches
Sunday, May 6

5 - 6:30pm

Grades 7-12

Christ Episcopal Church

Food, Fellowship, Music, and a Special Scavenger Hunt (with prizes)!

Bring a friend!

Questions?  Contact Linda Sheeran at lsheeran6@gmail.com or 885-1729
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NEW Outreach!!    Loaves and Fishes Cafe in Schoharie
Saturday, May 5
Every day since the floods hit the Schoharie area, volunteers have provided a substantial "lunch" for the displaced victims of the flood, and for the volunteers who come to help them.  Now that nice weather is upon us, the number of workers is high once again 

(a very good thing), so the needs of this cafe are high also.  I am looking for people who are willing to:

a. make a half-size chafing-dish hearty casserole, such as pulled pork, meatloaf, chicken and biscuits, macaroni and cheese, turkey with gravy, ham slices, shepherd's pie, etc. (no pasta and red sauce, please, as I am told they had had their fill)

OR

b.  provide some tossed salad, fruit, sandwiches, or a homemade chili

OR

c.  give a donation towards the purchase of food (they have freezer space),

OR

d.  drive down and help set-up, serve, and clean-up.  (In the span of 1 and 1/2 hours, they now serve 150 to 200 hungry people.)  

Any help you can give is greatly appreciated.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have.  This is our first time doing this, so if I do not know the answer, I will contact the person in charge at the Cafe, and get the answer for you.

A most sincere thank you,

Linda Sheeran

lsheeran6@gmail.com or 885-1729

If a brother or sister is naked and lacks daily food, and one of you says to them, "Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill," and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the good of that?  So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
                                                                                                                       James 2:15-17

************************************************************
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May 27, 2012
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Are you the person we’re looking for?

The Finance Committee is looking for an Assistant Treasurer leading to the Treasurer position starting January 2013.
We are looking for someone who:

1. Knows how to use a computer

2. Must know how to use Microsoft Excel, Quicken and have e-mail

3. Can Balance a Bank Statement
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[image: image21.wmf] Training if you apply early!
If interested, ask a Finance Committee Member.

Rev. Duane Bartz

Lynne Blake, Co-Chair

Heather Leggieri, Financial Secretary and Co-Chair

Sue Cramer – Counting Chairperson

Ruth Persons, Treasurer

Mary Jane Hale, Trustee Liason

Frank Townley, SPRC Liason

John Sheeran, Payroll Officer

Stan Lockwood, Auditor

Kelly Schmidt

Kurt Husselbeck
     [image: image22.wmf]                 Newsletter Deadline:

     The deadline date for the June issue of The Tidings newsletter is May 16th.  You may e-mail your article to bsumc@albany.twcbc.com, drop it off, or mail it to the office.  Anyone may submit an article for the newsletter.




Church Council has brought forth the suggestion of a monthly wish list suggesting ideas for the congregation to supply above their normal tithing or duties.  If you have the extra money or the time, please donate as you see fit.

          * Rolls of postage stamps (regular first class and postcard) (Church Office)

                    * Volunteers to work in the Thrift Shop (Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. - Noon)


          * Locking File Cabinets (2-drawer or 4-drawer)


101 Milton Avenue

Ballston Spa, NY 12020

May Tidings                                                

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”
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