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Church Office

885-6886

Office Hours
Mon., Tues. & Wed.

9:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
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Mon. - Thurs., 9 - 4

(unless out for pastoral calls)
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bsumc@albany.twcbc.com
Pastor’s E-Mail
pastor@albany.twcbc.com
Web Site

ballstonspaumchurch.org
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Sunday Worship

10:00 a.m.



February 2012   

101 Milton Avenue, Ballston Spa, NY  12020


2-2 Prayer Shawl (P) 


                     
           1:00 PM       

2-2 Trustees (CH)




          7:00 PM

2-4 GOLF Soup-Making (FR)



         10:00 AM

2-4 High School Movie Night at home of the Taylors

2-5 Sunday Worship with Communion - Scout Sunday
         10:00 AM
2-5 Choir Rehearsal (S) and “Soup-er” Bowl/Bake Sale   - after worship
           
2-7 Finance (P) 




          6:30 PM
2-9 D-Line Dinner




           6:30 PM

2-10 FOGGS (4th & 5th Grade Youth) (FR)

           6:00 PM

2-10 GOLF Group to see “Annie” at BSMS

           7:00 PM

2-11 UMW Cake Decorating Lesson (P)


 1:00 - 3:00 PM

2-12 Sunday Worship with Sunday School

         10:00 AM

2-12 Congregation Covered Dish Lunch 

    after worship

2-12 Choir Rehearsal (S)



    after worship
2-14 Church Council (P)



          7:00 PM

2-16 Prayer Shawl (P)




           6:30 PM

2-19 Sunday Worship with Sunday School

         10:00 AM
2-19 Choir Rehearsal (S)



    after worship
2-20 United Methodist Women (P)


           6:30 PM

2-21 High School Youth Pancake Dinner fundraiser (FR) 5:00 - 7:00 PM
2-21 SPRC (P)




          7:00 PM
2-22 Ash Wednesday Service


          7:00 PM
2-24 FOGGS (4th & 5th Grade Youth) (FR)

           6:00 PM

2-25 Free Lunch (FR)




         11:30 AM

2-25 & 2-26 HS Youth attending Hands4NY Youth Summit

2-26 Sunday Worship with Sunday School

         10:00 AM

2-26 Choir Rehearsal (S)



    after worship
     S=Sanctuary, FR=Fellowship Room, P=Parlor, CH=Church House
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Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
     This is supposed to be descriptive of “The people of The United Methodist Church.”  We find that in practice this slogan does not always hold true.  When it does not, people tend to get hurt.  Sometimes we feel as though we see more injustice than should be present in our very own churches.
     It is in this context that Karen and I are brought to you, the people of Ballston Spa UMC.  Our story and yours are beginning to be shared with each other.  This sharing is important.  Hearing how each of us has been impacted by our experiences is part of the healing process.
     Experiences that have a great impact on us tend to have multiple facets to the story.  I know this has been true for me.  There are people who have wounded me, but there are also people who have supported and encouraged me and walked with me through difficult times.  There are ways in which the system (in this case the UMC) has disappointed me and perhaps let me down.  But there are also ways in which the church has uplifted me and been a source of strength and support for me.  My impression is that there are ways in which these generalizations are true for your recent experiences here.
     So, how do we move forward from all of this?  In the hard aspects of our experiences, we can try to learn from what has happened and use our experiences as we continue forward in our lives.  But the positive side of our experiences, the ways in which people have shown their love and concern for us; these are the things that we can celebrate; these are the things that we can grow from and move forward knowing that we are surrounded with love.
     We don’t have to like everything that happens in our lives, but we can learn to recognize the presence of Jesus Christ as we walk our life journeys.  One of the first ways to recognize his presence is through the love of those around us.  This is what church is about.  This is the solid foundation that endures throughout the years.
     Karen and I celebrate the loving welcome that we are experiencing here.  I look forward to serving my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ in this place and serving you, the people of the Ballston Spa United Methodist Church.  Let us strive to truly make this a place of open hearts, open minds, and open doors.

May God bless you,

    
Pastor Duane
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     To our new church family, THANK YOU for the warm welcome we have received since becoming a part of Ballston Spa UMC.   From the first evening when we met with the SPR committee, we have felt so blessed. 

      For those of you who may not be aware of all that has been done for us, following is some of the efforts we have received to welcome us and to familiarize us with the area.

     We received a delightful gift bag filled with information and goodies from local businesses, plus multiple publications from the area papers and businesses; on the Saturday before our first service with you, Ilah met us, at our temporary home at Porter Corners, with the house key, groceries, and an “emergency” basket filled with “Now which box did I pack that in?” items.  We were then treated to a delicious dinner at The Factory restaurant.  I think we will be visiting there often!  Delicious!  Finally, we were provided a private home in which we could just relax and rest after our long drive. Then came the warm welcome on Sunday morning from all of you and the lovely reception following the service.  
     As if all of that was not enough, Wednesday morning 10 of you were able to meet at Porter Corners to help unload the moving truck!  What a wonderful surprise and such a generous gift of your time…and your muscles!  We are not sure who was all involved, but delicious homemade soup, drinks, munchies, and dessert were also provided for and by all the hard workers.  Just amazing!  We have not received such care from a new church family before.
     Lastly, we received the beautiful prayer shawls made by your knitters.  We were told they are to remind us we are wrapped in your prayers.  Of all that we have received, the knowledge of those prayers means the most to us.  
     Whew!  That is a lot to convey in one little thank you note.  We are incredibly honored, humbled, and blessed to become a part of such a beautiful church family.  God Bless you all.

Pastor Duane and Karen   
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Birthdays

2-2  Patricia Higgins
2-3  Parker Caswell; Joshua Thompson
2-4  Garrett Evans; Donald Green; A.J. Schmidt
2-6  Peggy Traver
2-7  T.C. Wolsey
2-14  Jeannine Kelley
2-16  Eliason Cherrstrom; Taylor Natale
2-18  Merritt Westfall
2-22  Alexander Duthaler 

2-23  Nicholas Parlapiano
2-29  Jonathan Blake
Anniversaries

2-15 Mary & Frank Townley
2-27 Ann & Neil Heffernan

Please let the Church Office know if there are any additions and/or corrections.

****************************
 Can you help??


The Upper Room Thrift Shop is in need of volunteers.  The shop is open Tuesday mornings from 9am - noon.  Typically, volunteers help on a rotating schedule, approximately once a month.  If you are able to help, please see Clara Dutcher in church, or call her at 

885-7345.
**************************** 
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is February 22nd
****************************
Library Corner

A SONG FLUNG UP TO HEAVEN

     If you enjoyed reading Maya Angelou’s I KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS, you will want to read this sixth book in her autobiography series, A SONG FLUNG UP TO HEAVEN.  

     The journey chronicled in this final volume begins as she returns from Africa to work with Malcolm X, only to learn that he has just been assassinated.  Searching for a “path back into life,” she drifts from job to job—band singer in Hawaii, market researcher in Watts, actress in an experimental theater troupe in Los Angeles—until the terrible day when she watches Watts explode in violence, a riot she describes in unforgettable detail.  Devastated and uncertain about the future, she moves to New York, where she makes a new life for herself amid a lively group of black artists, writers, and musicians. . . .But then political activism calls to her again, this time in the voice of Martin Luther King, and she agrees to help him organize his Poor People’s March on Washington.

     When King, too, is assassinated, Angelou goes into hibernation.  How James Baldwin helped her to find her voice again, and put her on the path to writing I KNOW WHY THE CAGED BIRD SINGS—the first line of which is the last line of A SONG FLUNG UP TO HEAVEN—is the crowning story of a book filled with tales from a life fully lived.

(Taken from book cover.)

 

submitted by Marilynn Peterson
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     There are many books available in the Library.  Just sign the card in the back of the book and put it in the box on the top of the bookcase.  Enjoy reading!
****************************
Choir Notes
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Voice Choir will be rehearsing on Sundays, after worship, in the sanctuary for the month of February.  
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The Handbell Choir rehearsals are held on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.   Everyone is welcome!  Rehearsals will resume February 1st.
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Children’s choir will resume later in February, with rehearsals after worship.  All children are invited to join.  If there are any questions regarding this please see Kelly Schmidt, and stay tuned for announcements regarding rehearsals.

"What lasts 13 weeks, 
changes lives and
 lasts a lifetime?  

 

Ask any of the recent Financial Peace University(FPU) graduates amongst you...Ballston Spa UMC started a new ministry and hosted it's first very successful "Dave Ramsey Financial Peace University" class.  We had 100% participation with everyone who started FPU completing the class.  As a class, there was over $23,000 paid off in debt in 4 months!  Also, the class added over $13,000 to Emergency Funds!   That's a positive $36,000 changing lives and family trees.  

 

The next class will be starting in February, 2012.  

Tell everyone about it, come and join.  Watch for the info table around Church.  Call 366-8080 or see Kurt with questions or to reserve a class spot. This is open to all in our Church family and in the extended community so please spread the word.
****************************

After a brief hiatus in January, the bell choir will once again gather to prepare for the Lenten and Easter season.  The first rehearsal is scheduled for Wednesday, February 1st at 6:30 pm (weather permitting), and each Wednesday thereafter.  New bell ringers are always welcome.   Please come and join us. 
****************************

THANK YOU for those people who served during our recent Sunday Services

Liturgists for the month of January:

Jan. 1 - Albert Schmidt

Jan. 8 - Ilah Sisson Walser

Jan. 15 - Marilynn Peterson

Jan. 22 - Gary Wilson

Jan. 29 - Dick Traver
Servers for Communion:
January:      Karen Bartz


       Thelma Armstrong


       Rev. Chris Mickel

                   Ilah Sisson Walser


       Marilynn Peterson
Also, omitted from the last issue: Stan Lockwood served in November.

 What’s New in Sunday School
     As always, there’s a lot going on in Sunday School, and we’re forever amazed by our children and youth! 

     We have several great mission projects coming up, which we’re really excited about.  First up is “Soup-er” Bowl Sunday, on February 5th.  The Middle Schoolers will be selling their famous chicken noodle soup, and the Sunday School is sponsoring a Bake Sale.  The Middle School youth will determine a charity to receive the profits of all of their hard work.  Also in February, the High School students will be collecting old towels and blankets to donate to the animal shelter.
     Ash Wednesday is February 22nd, and this marks the beginning of Lent.  The children will be given a Lenten Mission calendar, similar to the one used last year.  This will help us to remember the true meaning of Lent, help us to acknowledge the needs of others, and remind us to be grateful for all that we have.  Proceeds will be given to a Schoharie Relief fund.        

     Coming up in March, we’re looking forward to a Church Family Board Game Night.  Stay tuned for more details on that!

     From our ​Live B.I.G. (Belief in God) curriculum, the theme for February is “Stories Jesus Told” and the “B.I.G. Idea” is: “We believe that the stories Jesus told help us know how to live.”  The Bible verses for the month are James 1:22 - “But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves”; and Psalm 27:11 - “Teach me Your way, O Lord.”  Amen!    



Peace,
 

 

Grace Paster, Sunday School Leader
****************************
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is February 5th
****************************
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Many thanks to the team of people who helped with the move into the Porter Corners' Parsonage on January 11th for Pastor Duane and Karen.  Thanks to Doug Armstrong, Jeff Blake, Pat Brewster, Glenn Harrison, Jan and George Mallette, Helen Senecal, Linda Sheeran, Ilah Sisson Walser, and Gordon Willey.

Congregational Family Profiles

Dear Congregation:

     As we start a New Year, a new journey, and a new beginning, it has been suggested that we re-introduce ourselves to our church family.  The church has many new families and long-time families that don’t know each other.

     Staff Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) created the idea that we profile church members in the Tidings each month.

     Families are being randomly selected, including new and longtime members.  A short questionnaire is being provided to the families to answer.  Each family can choose to answer all or as few of the questions and can offer as much or as few details as so desired.

Glenn Harrison, Lay Leader

Janet and George Mallette

Family Members: 5 children, 9 grandchildren

Hometown: Town of Providence, the area above Rt. 29 out by Galway.  We live in a wooded area on a cul-de-sac, so there is little traffic, no city lights, and nature to appreciate each day.

How long you’ve been in the area: George was born and raised in Newtonville, just outside Albany.  He moved to BS in 1970.  Janet moved into the Albany area in 1978 and settled in Galway in 1981.  It was Don Green who got us together in 1996 - we married on October 2, 1999 and became known as “the newlyweds” of the church!

Occupation: George works for Adam Ross Cut Stone Co. in Albany;  Janet is a retired elementary physical education teacher.

Education (College or Trade): George - Associates degree in engineering from Hudson Valley Community College; Janet - BS in Phys. Ed. K-12 from Russell Sage College, Masters degree in Health Education from Russell Sage College.
Interests, hobbies, etc.: George - cars, motors, fishing, hiking, camping; Janet - singing/music, reading, hiking, fishing, camping.

A little known fact about you: Christian Morrison is Janet’s son.

The Caswell Family
Family Members: Ruth, Troy, Parker, Aspen, Teddy (dog), Sundae (cat)

Hometown: Troy - Waddington, NY; Ruth - Cortland, NY

How long you’ve been in the area and at BSUMC:

Moved to Ballston Spa in February 2011, started attending BSUMC in September 2011.

Occupation: Troy - Purchasing Manager, SUNY System Administration; Ruth - Customer Service Manager at Silhouette Optical

Educational Background (College or Trade): SUNY Potsdam
Something you want us to know about you: We lived in Colorado for 5 years before moving to the capital area 
in 2003.
Heart-warming memory of BSUMC: Lighting the Advent Candle on Christmas Eve.  Also, being part of the Bell Choir and Voice Choir has been special to us.  To participate in “When A Child Is Born” was quite memorable to both of us.

A little-known fact about you: Troy and Parker enjoy hockey, and play every Saturday morning; Ruth enjoys running and being outside; Aspen likes riding her bike.

The Henrie Family

Family Members:  James, Tammi, Marisa, and Vivienne 
Children:  Marisa-6 years in K, Vivienne-5 years in Pre-K
Hometown:  Tammi - Grand Ledge, MI; James - Berwick, PA; right now, Ballston Spa, NY
How long have you been in the area and at BSUMC?  We came to the area for 6 months in 2001 to go through Prototype as students at the MARF Plant in Milton (where we met), came back in 2006, I got out of the Navy after my 6 year enlistment, but James went to shore duty as an instructor at MARF from March 2006-August 2010.  We've been at BSUMC since Jan. 2009??
Occupation:  I stay at home currently with the girls before that I was a Nuclear Machinist Mate in the Navy for 6 years.  James has been in the Navy for 12 years as a Nuclear Machinist Mate, he's on fast attack submarines, particularly the USS Providence in Groton, CT.
Educational Background (College or Trade):  I graduated H.S. in 1999 then joined the Navy, graduated Nuclear "A" school, Nuclear Power School, and Nuclear Prototype...I have college credits by going through the Nuke Program, but have not yet finished my college degree.  James graduated H.S. in 1999, joined the Navy, also graduated Nuclear "A" School, Nuclear Power School, and Nuclear Prototype...has his B.A. in Human Resource Management as well.
Something you want us to know about you (Interests, hobbies, pets):  We have one 7-year old cat named Toby.  All 4 of us were born in a different state (James-PA, Tammi-MI, Marisa-CT, Vivienne-NY), we enjoy this part of NY a lot, we have my grandpa's old speed boat and we enjoy taking it to different lakes around here, we like the horse races in the summer, love hanging out just the 4 of us.  James likes to hunt/fish/camp/hike, scale mountains: all the outdoors stuff.  I enjoy the fishing and camping, but not hunting.  Other than that I like to garden, shop, take care of the kids.  Marisa and Vivienne like to swim and dance and sing and they ride very well in the car with all the driving around we do to see family in CT (daddy), MI (1 set of grandparents and the rest of Tammi's family), and PA (James' family, although his mom just moved to FL).  Needless-to-say, the girls are excellent travelers without a DVD player!  I don't like video games in our house, we only have 1 LEAPSTER 2 they have to share, it's a Leap Frog learning game, and we love playing board games together...Jenga, Sorry, Monopoly Jr., etc.
Heart-warming memory of BSUMC:  I really miss Pastor Juhn and Grace.  On the Sunday that was potluck after church (when church was held in the basement, which I thought was great), I completely forgot to bring a dish to pass and I was going to leave with the girls, but Diane Solotruck and Pastor Juhn insisted we stay and that it was ok.  Pastor Juhn told me there is plenty of food, and if people are still hungry they can go to McDonald's!  It made me laugh and felt like they really wanted us to stay even though I felt so bad for not bringing anything.  All of my heart- warming memories at BSUMC did come from Pastor Juhn and he will be missed terribly by me and my family.  His messages during the sermon were always heartfelt and he made me feel like I wanted to be a better person.  I've always donated to charities, but last year I felt like I needed to do more by helping our adopted children, donating to the blessing tree, buying a meal for the homeless.  I loved being greeted "Good Morning, Good People" because I know I am a good person and it felt good hearing it from somebody else.  He made me feel like waking up and wanting to get ready for church in the morning, no other pastor has ever made me feel so happy and excited to get ready for church in my whole life.  

A little-known fact about you:  I am a cancer survivor.  I got pregnant at 20 years old and ended up having a complete molar pregnancy where there is no fetus, but my body thought I was pregnant.  Some placental tissue broke off and metastasized to my lungs and I ended up developing Gestational Trophoblastic Disease that metastasized to my lungs, it is very rare for this to happen.  I was in the Navy at the time, had surgery, and was treated with chemotherapy for 6 months.  In the middle of my treatments I formed a blood clot from my PICC line, a line inserted into my arm to administer the chemo, and was treated with blood thinners.  I had to be removed off the USS Harry S. Truman aircraft carrier in Norfolk, VA so I could get treatment, then I was placed on limited duty at the Portsmouth Naval Medical Center and had follow-up treatments the rest of my Naval career.  I've never been so honest about this except with my closest family members, but it has been over 10 years now that this has happened and I thank God that I am okay and that we were able to have 2 beautiful healthy children now.  Vivienne does have a bi-cuspid aortic valve she was born with since heart defects do run in my family.  Our family is very blessed.  I had all 4 of my grandparents alive until I was 21 years old and so happy for that, now I have 1 grandmother who is going to be 85 this year!  James never knew either of his grandfathers, but was always very close with his grandmothers...he now has 1 grandmother who will turn 75 this year!  I also have the most amazing husband of almost 9 years even though we live apart for now and the most amazing children even though it's not always easy.  James and I have been through a lot together and have been placed in many different situations, but we always find the positive and focus on that because there is so much to be thankful for.  I know in order to have things in life you need to sacrifice some other things even if you don't want to, or it's not fair, but it will all be worth it in the end for him to be able to retire after 20+ years in the Navy.  Our girls don't know any different either, and when they are old enough to understand I hope they are as proud of dad and their mom as I am!  I believe everything happens for a reason and I learn from that and move forward, and as I get older I find that what I used to think was important just isn't that important, so I don't stress out as much!  I thank God for everything in my life!  Also, we will be moving from here shortly, to return in a few years, but we've had an offer for a house in since July 16 last year that is in Short-sale, but the bank keeps dragging their feet so we aren't moved yet.  If it's meant to be, it will be, but for now the girls and I live in our house

here, James is in a Barracks room in CT.  James had to go back to sea duty on a submarine in 2010, now he made chief this past year and had to move from the USS Toledo to the USS Providence, both in Groton, CT though.  He's supposed to go on a 6 month deployment in June until just before Christmas, so I hope we can move out 

there before he leaves...if not, the girls and I will still be hanging around here and we may have to rent that house out there if we close, but can't get moved until James gets back.  Everything is day by day, but for now we have a roof over our head with heat and that is all I can ask for!  

************************************************************

A Note from the Memorial Committee...
Please note the NEW white paraments on the altar during communion, Easter, Christmas and other times when the white paraments are used!  The paraments were purchased with Memorial Funds given in memory of: Mrs. Irving (Helen) Althouse (Judie Cooley’s mother); Janet Willey (wife of Gordon Willey and mother of Danielle Coffey); and Joyce and Leon Baker and Henrietta and Horace Lockwood (the parents of Donna and Stan Lockwood).  

While all of the other altar paraments are over 40 years old, the Worship Committee has suggested that only the green paraments also need to be replaced at this time as they are worn and faded.  The green paraments are used during the Pentecost season, and therefore, are used quite extensively.  Contributions to the BSUMC Memorial Fund is a wonderful way to remember your loved ones and  Easter has been a traditional time for many parishioners to do this.

Perhaps you and/or a family member would consider contributing to the Memorial Fund for the purchase of the green paraments for the altar.  Other areas of need are summer camperships for our youth and folding chairs for the fellowship room.  

If you wish to make a memorial contribution for one of these worthwhile purposes, please make your check payable to the Ballston Spa UMC Memorial Fund and either give it to Mary Jane Hale or mail it to the church office to her attention.  Also, please designate the cause you wish the donation to go towards.  If there are any questions concerning Memorial Funds, please contact one of the committee members.

Thank you to all members and friends who have contributed to the BSUMC Memorial Fund.

Sincerely, the Memorial Committee,

Danielle Coffey, Mary Jane Hale & Stan Lockwood

************************************************************

HELP WANTED!

We are in need of a volunteer to be the new Webmaster for the church’s web page.  No experience is necessary.  Our current Webmaster, Karen Groff, wishes to step down, but has offered to train someone who is willing to help in this capacity.  Please contact the church office if you would like more information.
************************************************************

The Upper Room Thrift Shop and Food Pantry

     We wish to give a big “Welcome Back!!” to Marian Phillips.  We missed you while you were gone, but are glad you got to enjoy some time in Florida.  The Thrift Shop and Food Pantry have been very busy during January.  From the Thrift Shop there is very good clothing available for $2.00 a bag.  If you have any gently used clothing to donate, you may drop it off any time that the office is open.  We would like to thank EVERYONE that makes food or monetary donations to our Food Pantry.  Many people in our community need our assistance, and we are only able to continue thanks to the generosity of others.


Sincerely, 



Helen Senecal & Marian Phillips

Financial News

Average Weekly Giving Per Household in 2011
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Please use the offering envelopes!  They are beneficial to the financial secretary in accurately updating your contributions to your financial statement.  Please remember to indicate which account your contribution should be deposited in:  Current Expenses or Building Fund and use a separate check for each contribution.  Electronic Funds Transfer is also available for current expense contributions.  Please see a finance committee member for more information.

Finance Team 2012

Rev. Duane Bartz  





Stan Lockwood- Auditor                                                                                                                                        Lynne Blake- Co-Chair





Ruth Persons- Treasurer                                                                                                                                                 Sue Cramer- Counting Chairperson    



Frank Townley- SPRC Liaison                                                                                                                         Mary Jane Hale- Trustee Liaison



    
Kelly Schmidt 
                                                                                 Heather Leggieri- Financial Secretary & Co-Chair 


John Sheeran- Payroll Officer
                                                                                                                               Kurt Husselbeck






Marilynn Peterson

                           





                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Another Blast from the Past…

     The next pastor in our series is the Rev. Elmer N. Haley.  He was born November 3, 1903 in Glenville, New York.  He graduated from Scotia High School in 1921 and from Union College in 1925.
     His first sermon as a local preacher was delivered at the Rexford Methodist Episcopal Church using 
2 Timothy 1:6 as the text: “Stir up the gift of God which is within thee.”  He later attended Drew Theological Seminary and was admitted to the Troy Conference on trial in 1926.  He was ordained deacon in 1927, graduated and came into full connection in 1928.  He received his elder’s orders in 1929. 
     The day after he graduated from Drew Theological Seminary, he married Elizabeth A. Dunham. She died in 1992.
     He was appointed to Pawlet Federated; Cambridge and Shushan; Ballston Spa (1935-1937); Eastern Parkway in Schenectady; North Adams, MA; St. Mark’s, Troy; Superintendent of the Burlington District(1960) and Shenendehowa(1966).  He was a member of two sessions of General Conference and three sessions of the Northeast Jurisdictional Conference.  He also served as dean of the Poultney Epworth League Youth Institute and Chairman of the Troy Conference Graduate School at Poultney, Vermont.  He was the Troy Conference Secretary from 1937-1946. He also served as chairperson of the fund-raising committee when the Embury Senior Citizens apartments and Wesley Nursing Home was built in Saratoga Springs.  In 1969, he was granted a retired status and was named Pastor Emeritus of both the Burnt Hills and Shenendehowa United Methodist Churches.  For 13 years after retirement, he served as a part-time associate at the Burnt Hills Church.
     He was an avid reader of books, newspapers and financial reports.  He kept himself up to date with political and social issues.  Even after he received a calculator in later years, he still preferred using a paper and pencil.  He also enjoyed gardening as long as he was able to work the soil.  He was keen and very kind, friendly and faithful, and strong and eager to see Christ’s work accomplished.  Many were touched by his long life of Christian service of 72 years in the Troy Conference.
     Rev. Haley died at the Scotia Baptist Retirement Center on May 31, 1998.  He was 94 years old.  He was survived by his two sons, Elmer of Huntington, CT and Robert of Queensbury, and a brother, Claude of Florida.  A service of Celebration of His Life was held at the Shenendehowa United Methodist Church under the leadership of six pastors of whom were close friends of his.  He was buried in Park Cemetery in Scotia, New York.
     Thanks be to God for the life and ministry of Rev. Elmer Haley!




Submitted by Karen Staulters, Historian

******************************************************************************************
Wanted: SPECIAL PEOPLE 
To be volunteers for The Community Hospice of Saratoga, which provides care for Hospice patients and their families.

Hospice will hold an informational meeting about volunteer opportunities on Monday, February 20, 2012 at 6:00 pm, at the Saratoga office, 179 Lawrence St., Saratoga Springs.  PLEASE CALL FOR DIRECTIONS - do not use Mapquest of GPS.  For additional information, call the Community Hospice of Saratoga at 581-0800.
******************************************************************************************
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If you are interested in being a member of our BSUMC email prayer ministry, please contact Peggy Traver at pchurchmouse@earthlink.net .  Anyone may also submit prayer requests in this way, but be certain to get permission from the individual or family concerned.
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Come Celebrate Mardi Gras at our First Pancake Dinner!
Tuesday, February 21, 2012
5 - 7pm

Fellowship Hall

An assortment of pancakes, eggs, bacon or sausage, fruits, and beverages.

Sponsored by the High School Youth Group

All donations will go towards our annual trip to the UpWord! Youth Conference in Syracuse in April.

Contact: Linda Sheeran- lsheeran6@gmail.com or 885-1729

Towel & Blanket Collection
“All things bright and beautiful, 
All creatures great and small,

All things wise and wonderful: 
The Lord God made them all.”

The High School Youth Group will be collecting new and/or used towels and blankets for the month of February.  Look for boxes at both entrances to the Sanctuary.  All donations will be distributed to local animal shelters.

Thank you, in advance, for helping out our furry friends!

Hands4NY Youth Summit
Sponsored by the Albany District Ministry Team of the Upper New York Annual Conference
Thursday evening, February 23 - Sunday noon, February 26, 2012 (Vacation Week)

First United Methodist Church, Schenectady, NY

For Youth 14 and older

Cost: $20/commuter

Youth will not only learn how wide spread hunger is, but also have hands-on experiences of helping to prepare food packages for distribution from both local and regional food banks.  They will also have the opportunity to help work at a Sunday free community breakfast at the Church.
The majority of the youth will probably be attending Saturday through Sunday, but Linda will be commuting Thursday and Friday also.  For more information, contact Linda at lsheeran6@gmail.com or 885-1729.
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Update from UMCOR: Haiti Progress Report

     “It’s almost hard to believe that two years have passed since the devastating earthquake in Haiti. ...   

     During those first crucial months, UMCOR addressed widespread emergencies, distributing food, water, and shelter assistance to hundreds of thousands of beneficiaries.  We conducted needs assessments and began to devise immediate and long-term relief and recovery plans in coordination with other international agencies and our chief partner, Eglise Methodiste D’Haiti (Methodist Church of Haiti, EMH).

     In the early recovery phase, which continues today, UMCOR’s work has been facilitated by our strong connections forged over decades of service in Haiti.  
Together with our partners...UMCOR projects are:

· Providing shelters for families

· Creating education opportunities and rebuilding schools and classrooms

· Increasing access to community-based health and hygiene services

· Improving livelihoods and household income, and

· Rebuilding capacity for sustainable development.

     None of this would be possible without the generous support of United Methodists and all people of goodwill who have contributed to UMCOR’s efforts in Haiti.  I hope you will continue to journey with us and with the people of Haiti through the long years of recovery work yet to come.”

From the Rev. Cynthia Fierro Harvey


UMCOR Deputy General Secretary
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[image: image18.wmf]                    Newsletter Deadline:

     The deadline date for the March issue of The Tidings newsletter is February 15th.  You may e-mail your article to bsumc@albany.twcbc.com, drop it off, or mail it to the office.  Anyone may submit an article for the newsletter.




Church Council has brought forth the suggestion of a monthly wish list suggesting ideas for the congregation to supply above their normal tithing or duties.  If you have the extra money or the time, please donate as you see fit.

          * Rolls of postage stamps (regular first class and postcard) (Church Office)

                    * Volunteers to work in the Thrift Shop (Tuesdays, 9:00 a.m. - Noon)



101 Milton Avenue

Ballston Spa, NY 12020

February Tidings                                                

“Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”

Please join us for a Congregation Covered Dish Lunch, welcoming Pastor Duane and Karen to BSUMC!  This special pot-luck lunch will be held following worship on February 12th.  Look for the clipboard in church to sign up, and plan on joining us!











Results from Consecration Sunday Commitment of Giving


  �
2012�
2011


�
�
Proposed Spending Plan


�
121,103.92�
$114,944.77�
�
Commitments for Current Expenses�
60,864   


�
$64,414�
�
Commitments for Building Fund�
17,816    


�
$19,729�
�
# of households making a commitment�
49�
50�
�















Please note:


Pastor Duane’s office hours will be Monday - Thursday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.  You are welcome to drop in; however it is not unusual for the Pastor to be called away from the office, so call ahead if you want to be sure he is available.
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